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SENATE RECORD VOTE ANALYSIS
106th Congress November 10, 1999, 2:23 p.m.
1st Session Vote No. 362 Page S-14477 Temp. Record

MORGAN NOMINATION/Member of the Surface Trans portation Board

SUBJECT: Nomination of Linda Joan Morgan, of Maryland, to be a member of the Surface Transportation Board.
Confirmation.

ACTION: NOMINATION CONFIRMED, 96-3 

SYNOPSIS: Linda Joan Morgan was born August 5, 1952, in Chester County, Pennsylvania. She received an A.B. from Vassar
College in 1973 and a J.D. from Georgetown University Law Center in 1976. Her employment history includes

the following: 1974-1976, Research Assistant, Georgetown University Law Center; 1976-1978, Attorney/Associate, Welch &
Morgan; 1978-1986, Democratic Staff Counsel, United States Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation; 1987-
1994, General Counsel, United States Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation; 1994-1995, Member, Vice
Chairman, and Chairman, Interstate Commerce Commission; 1996-present, Chairman, Surface Transportation Board. 

Those favoring confirmation contended:

We are pleased to vote for the reappointment of Linda J. Morgan to the Surface Transportation Board (STB). She has served
as chairman of this board since its creation in 1996 with great distinction and with great integrity and fairness. Some of our
colleagues are concerned with her handling of shipping rates and monopolies of railroad freight lines, but Ms. Morgan has been
very responsive to requests to monitor the problems. She has done a remarkable job as chairman of the STB, and we urge our
colleagues to confirm her. 

Those opposing confirmation contended: 

We oppose this nominee because of her poor handling of the unacceptable rates being charged by railroad freight lines that have
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monopoly power in some States. Our colleagues claim that she has responded to requests to have the freight lines monitored, but
we say that offer is too little too late. Ms. Morgan should have recognized the unreasonable rates that were being charged by these
railroad monopolies far in advance of the requests for relief that were made by shippers and farmers. These rates are strong-arm
tactics that cripple our nation's farmers and reflect continued unfair practices by our railroads. Ms. Morgan's failure to recognize
this problem and alleviate it is a display of her inability to perform her job effectively, and we urge our colleagues to vote against
her confirmation.


